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Introduction
The book entitled Path of Empire: Panama and the California Gold Rush, by Aims McGuinness, is one of the most significant accounts of the transformations of the Pana Pan-Atlantic nationalism as a result of the annexation and discovery of Gold in California. In the 19th Century, Panama, being a thing piece of land was used as the path for many travelers to and from the United States of America to other parts of the world. The United States of America used it as a path for the newly acquired California territory on the west coast of the United States of America. Given that the capital of the United States of America is at the far east, it was easier to use water routes and marine protection to cross over to the western coast, including California but through the Panama Isthmus. The book, therefore, explores the historical transformations that happened in Panama as a result of being used as the path for American imperialism of the 19th century (McGuinness, 2008). However, American imperialism and its developments, such as the constructions of the railway did not auger well with thousands of Panama citizens and they opted to resist against it as they saw it as a threat to their livelihoods. The main thesis of the book is that discovery of gold in California disrupted Panama’s economic, political and social formations and traditions and this led to the tension and anger among the citizens of Panama which led to violence and anti-American sentiments in Panama, especially after the completion of the railway line across Panama as a path of the economic imperialism of the United States of America.
The Arguments of the Book, the Sources Used and the Logic of the Arguments
One of the major themes or arguments in this book is that the discovery of gold in California disrupted Panama citizens’ lifestyles as there was much movement at the Isthmus. McGuinness that just after California was annexed by the United States of America, gold was discovered and this created a lot of movement from other parts of the world towards the Western cost of the United States of America (St. John, 2009). As such, California experienced a surging increase in immigrants from other parts of the world, including South America and other European countries. The best and easiest way of crossing over to the western coast of the United States of America was through the Panama Isthmus. Therefore, the discovery of gold made the business for thousands of Panama citizens even better. There was a lot of movement through Panama as people rushed for the newly discovered Gold in California. The book argues that the boatmen in Panama had to help travelers to cross the Isthmus and since they were desperate, the Panama citizens who helped them to cross charged high prices (Greenberg, 2009). However, this made the Americans angry. This is because the Americans were at the helm of racial discrimination and slavery was happening in the southern parts of the United States of America. That aside, the discovery of gold created the phenomenon which came to be known as California Gold Rush. It was a gold rush in the sense that people from various parts of the world rushed to California to have their share of the newly discovered precious commodity.
Another theme of the book is that despite the fact that the discovery of gold in California led to a lot of business for thousands of Pana citizens, it was also led to the beginning of discontent among the Panama citizens over the American imperialism. The author argues that the side effects of the increased movements included the increase in the presence of multinationals in Panama some of which were also after the same business opportunities presented by the US travelers crossing Panama as well as other travelers from other parts of the world (St. John, 2009). Before the discovery of gold in California, there were boatmen who helped travelers to cross They reaped a lot of gains from the travelers. Hotels thrived and people along the way as travelers needed accommodation and resting points as well as meals as they cross Panama in their journey. Panama people helped a lot of travelers to cross on horses and other means too. But with the discovery of gold, other people from other areas such as Colombia mainland and China started streaming into the area to also take advantage of the busy Panama. The book states that the presence of these multinational however, was not received well by Panama natives because they threatened their opportunities to make money (Rosenberg, 2008). Panama natives saw others taking up their jobs and taking away their source of income. With this, tension grew and anger accumulated. This led to the growth of discontentment sentiments among the natives.
According to McGuiness in this book, the tension grew when Colombia signed a concession with New York Railway company to construct a railway line through Panama to make it easier for people to travel through Panama to the western coast of the United States of America (Conniff, 2009). The railway would not only create a link for the eastern and the western cost, as well as access for other people from other parts of the world, but would also create a connection between Eastern part of the United States of America and the Western coast, California where the gold had been discovered. Therefore, according to McGuinness (2008), the railway was seen as a path of the empire because it was used by the United States of America to expand its imperialism to other parts of the world, especially in the American continents. However, as McGuinness argues in his book, the Panamas people were disinclined towards the railway because they saw it as a threat to their business of helping travelers to cross the Isthmus (Greenberg, 2009). Therefore, the railway company started bring in people from other parts such as Colombia mainland, China and other countries to offer labour in railway line construction. This further agitated the Panama citizens as they lost their jo opportunities to other nationals. McGuinness, therefore, argues that as a result of this, the Pana citizens were angered by Americans.
One significant analogy in the history of the American presence in Panama is the Water Melon slice scenario of 1856. On this accession, as McGuiness states in his book, a drunk American refused to pay for the watermelon slice he had gotten from a melon seller on the streets of Panama. On top of refusing to pay, he insulted the seller and this made panama citizens to pull their arms and a fire exchange started where Panama people were shooting at American train travelers (Conniff, 2009). There was a fire exchange and when the chaos cooled, 17 American travelers were left dead and over 50 of them injured. The incident came to be known as “Tajada de Sandía”. This, according to the book was a manifestation of discontented Panama about the presence of the Americans in this area, Thousands had lost their jobs with the coming of the New York Railway and therefore, Panama citizens were not happy.
In this book, McGuinness uses credible sources that present the satiation in Panama in the 19th century qualitatively. The author of the book uses materials such as newspapers and articles written by historians of the 19th century from Panama, Colombia, California and the United States of America in general. Even though most materials have not gone to detail in explaining what happened in Panama during the American imperial expansion, McGuiness uses the historical accounts that were recorded first hand during the time to make his arguments (McGuinness, 2008). He uses archives of the transatlantic trade to learn more about what happened in Panama during the construction of the railway line and how it changed the political and social formation ins Panama.
The Arguments that McGuiness makes in his book are logical, given that he used credible sources to arrive at them. The argument that the railway construction through Panama caused unrest and discontent among Panama citizens is logical because these people had a way of life where they used to help travelers on boats and horses to cross to wherever they wanted to go. Businesses thrived and they charged their own prices. Therefore, with the coming of the railway, it meant that they had no work to do because people were crossing back and forth using the trains. Therefore, with the loss of their source of income, it was only logical for them to be angry with the presence of foreigners in their land especially Americans for bringing the railway line.
Conclusion
Indeed, the railway was a path of the empire because, from the arguments of the book, it is clear that America exploited the opportunity of the railway construction to expand its economic imperialism to other territories. The Panama citizens were keenly watching and therefore, leaders took a lot of decisions and a lot happened around 1853 to 1858 when they had a constitution. Thus, a lot happened in Panama from 1952 to 1956 when the shootings happened. I believe that the book is a great presentation of the accounts of Panama expansion and the disruptions caused by the American expansion and the discovery of gold in California. This book can, therefore, be a good read for history students and experts teaching Latin American history. I liked the book and I think that it is original because gathering such massive accounts about events of a period must have taken time to look at the primary articles and accounts of people who experienced it. McGuiness goes in-depth in explaining his arguments and making his points clear.
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